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to be drawn by niyut horse (usually regarded as Vayu's steed),
arusin (usually taken as the sun's steed), and hari (the steed of
Indra) (V. 52. 11 ; V. 54. 8 ; V. 56. 7). Once (V. 58. 1) the
Maruts are said to have yoked the winds as steeds to their
polo. Lastly, we find mention of rein and whip (I. 37. 3 ; I.
38. 12).

The Maruts are the sons of Eudra (I. 114. 6, 9 ; II. 33. 1 ;
V. 52. 16; etc.). They are also regarded as the followers of
Rudra (I. 122. 1). Their mother is spotted (prmi) (I. 38. 4 ;
I. 89. 7 ; V. 52. 16; V. 60. 5; VIII. 7. 3; etc.)., They are again
said to have a cow as their mother (I. 85. 3) or friend (VIII.
20. 8). Their mother is Eodasi (I. 167. 5, 6; V. 61; 12).
Rodasi is Rudra's wife (V. 56. 9).

The Maruts are associated with several deities in their
works. They are closely connected with Indra (I. 101. 8 ;
I. 169. 1 ; etc.), who is their brother (I. 170. 2), friend (III. 51.
8, 9), and helper (III. 35. 9 ; I. 168. 7). They are the followers
of Indra (V. 57. 1) and appear with Indra (V. 87. 2). They .are
also connected in their works with Varuna (VIII. 81. 1), Visnu
(VII. 3, 21), and Vayu (VIII. 7. 4). Lastly, Agni is a great
favourite of the Maruts (VTII. 103. 14) and they are dependent
upon Agni (III. 26. 5).

Coming to the consideration of their abodes, we find them
invoked to come from the heaven (V. 53. 3; etc.). They live
in the same place (I. 165. 1 ; VII. 56. 1). Their residence is
luminous (I. 19. 6; I. 161. 14; V. 52. 5; etc.). They are said
to remain in the highest place (V. 87. 9) and travel in the
highest region of the heaven (V. 59. 7 ; VIII. 7, 7). Again,
they are said to live in the upper, middle, and lower region of
the heaven (V. 60. 6), or between the heaven and earth (sky ?)
(I. 122. 1 ; I. 38. 2). Once (V. 52. 9), they are said to reside
In the Parusni river.

We are told something of the birth and origin of the Maruts.
They are said to have been born in the heaven (I. 64. 2, 4),
Rudra gave birth to them in the womb of Prsni (II. 34. 2).
Their birth-place is fixed ; they come out of their mother (I.
37. 9). Again, they are said to arise from lightening (I. 23.
12) ; Vayu is said to have generated the Maruts for rain and
for giving rise to rivers (I. 134. 4) ; but elsewhere (I. 64. 5)
Maruts are said to have generated Vayus and lightening. The
Maruts were born together at the same time (V. 55. 3 ; V. 58.
5), and were born for pouring down water (V. 61. 14).

The characteristic works of the Maruts are exhibited in
the pouring down of rain with accompanying thunder and
storm. Firstly, they are said to send clouds, full of water (V.
56. 4), to make the clouds move (I. 19. 7 ; V. 54. 4), cleave
the clouds (V. 54. 5; V. 52. 9; VII. 56. 17 ; etc.). The clouds
are often referred to as a * cow * (II. 34. 5; etc.). They are.said
to milk the watery place of the movable (clouds) (L 64. 11).